
From poverty 
to punishment

Examining laws and practices that  
criminalise women due to poverty 
or status worldwide

TH� ST�GG�RI�G RI�E IN TH� 
NU�BE� OF IN�AR�ER�TE� 

WO�EN - DR�VE� BY PO�ER�Y, AB�SE� AN� 
DI�CR�MI�AT�RY LA�S - DE�AN�S UR�EN� 
RE��ES�. BE�IN� EA�H ST�TI��IC LI�S TH� 

ST�RY OF A WO�AN WH�SE PO�EN�IA� HA� BE�N 
ST�MI�D BY IN�QU�LI�Y AN� IN�US�IC�. 

— MA�Y RO�IN�ON

WO�EN & GI�LS AR� 
ES�IM�TE� TO BE IN 
PR�SO� WO�LD�ID�.

TH� RA�E AT WH�CH TH� 
FE�AL� PR�SO� PO�UL�TI�N 
HA� GR�WN SI�CE 20�0.

HA�SH DR�G LA�S 
= IN�RE�SE IN WO�EN�S 
IM�RI�ON�EN�

CU�TU�AL AN� 
MO�AL�TY�BA�ED LA�S 
DI�PR��OR�IO�AT�LY
PU�IS� WO�EN

WO�EN AR� CR�MI�AL�SE� FO� TH�IR 
SE�UA�IT�, GE�DE� ID�NT�TY� 
RE��OD�CT�VE� OR 
ME�TA� HE�LT� ST�TU�

DE�RI�IN�LI�E PO�ER�Y- 
DR�VE� AC�IV�TI�S 

AB�LI�H ‘S�AT�S 
OF�EN��S’ 
IN�LU�IN�
SO�CA�LE� ‘H�NO�R’ 
OR ‘M�RA�IT�’ CR�ME�

DE�RI�IN�LI�E 
AB�RT�ON 

EN� 
CR�MI�AL�SA�IO� 
OF WI�CH�RA�T 
AN� SO�CE�Y PR�MO�E 

CO�MU�IT� 
EN�AG�ME�T

DE�RI�IN�LI�E 
SE� WO�K

DE�RI�IN�LI�E 
SA�E-�EX RE�AT�ON� 

RE�OR� 
DR�G 
LA�S

AB�LI�H TH� 
DE�TH 

PE�AL�Y

MO�E GE�DE�- 
DI�AG�RE�AT�D 
DA�A SC�LE UP EF�OR�S, SH�RE 

GO�D PR�CT��ES

CE�TR� WO�EN 
WI�H LI�ED 
EX��RI�NC�
IN JU�TI�E RE�OR�

LE�AL AI� AN� 
EM�OW�RM�NT 
PR�GR�MM�S

GE�DE�- 
SE��IT�VE 
TR�IN�NG

UR�EN� NE�D FO� MO�E 
GE�DE�- 
DI�AG�RE�AT�D 
DA�A AN� AN�LY�IS

of a MI�LI�N 

LA�S & PO�IC�ES 
CR�MI�AL�SE WO�EN FO� 
LI�E-�US�AI�IN� 
AC�IV�TI�S AN� 
SU�VI�AL

FI�DI�GS RE�OM�EN�AT�ON�

HO�D 
GO�ER�ME�TS 
AC�OU�TA�LE

IN�RE�SE 
FU�DI�G

FO�ME� PR�SI�EN�
OF IR�LA�D


