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1. Introduction
1.1 Project background
In 2011, Penal Reform International’s (PRI) Middle East and North Africa (MENA) OFFICE
submitted a juvenile justice application to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The project, entitled:
‘Humanistic Approach to Reform the Juvenile Criminal System’ was approved and commenced in
September 2011. For a summary overview of the project, see table 1 below. The two year project
(September 2011 – August 2013) was implemented in three countries: Jordan, Egypt and Yemen.
Due to limitations of time and resources, this evaluation will focus on Jordan only.
Project Title:

Humanistic Approach to Reform the Juvenile Criminal System

Timeframe:

September 2011 – August 2013

Funding partner:
Geographical scope:
Overall objective:

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Jordan, Egypt and Yemen
Strengthening juvenile justice mechanisms in Jordan, Egypt and Yemen based on
international standards and guidelines relating to the administration of juvenile
justice to ensure that institutions dealing with children in conflict with the law are in
line with the restorative justice approach
1) Support the creation of specialised police centres for juveniles
2) Promoting and supporting the increased use of alternatives to imprisonment
(community sanctions); also alternative measures in Juvenile Justice
(diversion, mediation, educational measures of coercion)
3) Fostering the creation of independent inspection mechanisms to monitor
juvenile facilities, using success experiences on the international level and
engage civil society to do so

Specific objectives:

Activities:

Budget:
Project stakeholders

- Training workshops
- Roundtable meetings, events and workshops
- Promotional work through media (radio interviews and newspaper articles)
- Lobbying and support through bilateral meetings
- Research and publications
- Promotion of good practice model examples
- Study tour
- Provision of expertise and technical support
238,035 Euros
Beneficiaries
- Children in conflict with the law (ultimate beneficiary)
- Juvenile Police Department and partner agencies (objective 1)
- Juvenile judges, judiciary and policy makers (objective 2)
- National Independent Monitoring Team, juvenile facilities (objective 3)
Government
- Ministry of Social Development
- Directorate of Social Defence
Implementing partners
- Change Academy
- Mizan (law group)
- Adaleh Centre for Human Rights
- National Centre for Human Rights
International organisations
- Dutch Ministry of Foreign affairs
- United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
- United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Table 1: Summary information of the project
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1.2 Country background and context
In 1991 Jordan ratified both the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention
against Torture (CAT), both of which contain specific Articles that prescribe state obligations with
regards to children in conflict with the law. For example, Article 37 of the CRC protects children from
unlawful or arbitrary arrest, detention, or imprisonment and requires that such measures be used
only as a last resort and for the shortest possible time. Article 40 of the CRC addresses the
administration of juvenile justice and stresses the positive rehabilitation of the child, thereby
encouraging their successful re-entry into the community. A recent study by Jordan’s National
Centre for Human Rights (Al-Tarawneh et al, 2013), used such international standards to analyse
Jordan’s legislation and criminal justice system in relation to children in conflict with the law. The
study concluded that Jordan still lacks an independent juvenile criminal justice system that is in line
with international standards. More specifically, it noted that Jordan lacks:





a special juvenile police department;
special juvenile courts with trained staff and specialised juvenile judges;
independent public prosecution that takes care of juvenile issues;
programs to ensure juveniles’ correction at the detention, education and correction centres
(Al-Tarawneh et al, 2013: 7).

Jordan’s current national law that covers juveniles (Jordanian Juvenile Law Number 24) was
adopted in 1968 and amended in 1983 and 2002. This law states that juveniles will be protected
before and during court proceedings, sentencing and imprisonment. The minimal age of criminal
responsibility is 7 years old. There are several gaps in the current law and it does not adhere to
international standards. For example, there is no provision or legal basis for (a) specialised juvenile
police units; (b) alternatives to the deprivation of liberty; (c) an independent monitoring mechanism
to monitor Jordan’s six juvenile detention facilities. A new juvenile law has recently been drafted
that addresses all these issues. For example, it seeks to raise the minimum age of criminal
responsibility to 12 and contains dedicated articles for a special juvenile police unit, specialised
juvenile judiciary, alternatives to detention and independent monitoring. The new juvenile law is
currently with the Jordanian Legislative Bureau awaiting approval.
There are a total of six juvenile detention facilities in Jordan. The Directorate of Social Defence
(under the Ministry of Social Development) is responsible for overseeing the juvenile facilities. The
post-trial detention centres are called Juvenile Rehabilitation Centres, which are often referred to as
Juvenile Care Centres. For children in conflict with the law, the term ‘Care Centre’ can be
misleading term and suggests a voluntary attendance. The Juvenile Care Centres in Jordan are
mandatory detention centres. Table 2 shows that the number of children held in pre-trial detention
has steadily decreased since 2010 and that the number of children held post-trial has sharply
decreased between 2010 and 2013
Year
2010
2011
2012
2013 until September

No of juveniles - pre-trial detention
4,371
2,174
2,346
1,771

No of juveniles - post-trial detention
2,614
206
149
87

Table 2: Juvenile detention figures (source: Advisor for the Directorate of Social Defence)
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2. Evalua
ation Purpose an
nd Metho
odology
2.1 Evalua
ation purpo
ose
This evalua
ation forms part of a se
eries of evalluations being undertaken by PRI in an effortt to test and
d
develop me
ethods to rig
gorously assess and efffectively co
ommunicate
e the mediuum-to-long-tterm impactt
of PRI’s pro
ojects and programme
p
s. See Box 1 for a definition of impact evaluaation.
Bo
ox 1: Defini ng Impact Evaluation
n
Stern
n et al (2012
2) define im
mpact evalua
ation as:





Evaluatin
ng the positiive and neg
gative, prima
ary and sec
condary longg-term effec
cts
on final beneficiaries
b
s that resultt from an inttervention;
Assessin
ng the directt and indirecct causal co
ontribution claims
c
of theese
interventiions to such
h effects esspecially for the poor whether intennded or
unintende
ed;
Explainin
ng how polic
cy intervent ions contrib
bute to an effect so thaat lessons ca
an
be learnt

RI’s work is essentially advocacy a
and policy-b
based which
h produce inntangible outcomes
Much of PR
(eg. raised awarenesss) that are difficult to me
easure. Mo
oreover, com
mplex advoccacy-based
ns do not le
end themselves to tradi tional quasi-experimen
ntal impact evaluation designs.
intervention
PRI works primarily at enabling ch
hange at an
n institutiona
al level (eg.. Governmeent) and rarely works
directly with
h its final be
eneficiaries (eg. childre
en in conflic
ct with the la
aw). Moreovver, most off PRI’s workk
is project-based with defined
d
time
eframes of ttypically 2-3
3 years. Tric
ckle-down cchanges which improve
e
w do not fit neatly within these 2--3 year time
eframes.
the situation of children in conflictt with the law
m
and evaluations
e
he end of a project. Fo
or example,
are typicallly done at th
Results takke time to mature
the new Juvvenile Law could be ap
pproved in 2
2014 but it could
c
take a further 3-55 years to fully
establish an
n effective system
s
of alternative
a
m
measures th
hat will direc
ctly benefit cchildren in conflict
c
with
h
the law. To assess cha
ange at the final benefficiary level, this evalua
ation would therefore need
n
to be
a
the pro
oject has en
nded to allow
w for the tric
ckle-down eeffects to oc
ccur.
carried out 3-5 years after
n 3-5 years’ time it wou
uld be extre
emely difficu
ult to assess
s PRI’s conntribution to such
However, in
changes be
ecause of th
he number of
o external ffactors invo
olved (eg. other interveentions and changes in
n
the politicall and legal context)
c
and
d PRI would
d miss the opportunity
o
to draw lesssons from the
t
evaluation tthat can be
e incorporate
ed into futurre project design.
PRI’s broader Evaluatio
on and Lea rning Plan, PRI’s Evalu
uation and O
Organisatio
onal
As part of P
Learning Adviser (Advviser) is und
dertaking a sseries of ev
valuations to
o identify, deevelop and test some
dels that cou
uld help to o
overcome some
s
of the challengess described above.
impact evaluation mod
ation repressents the se
econd in the
e evaluation series and the Adviseer has adaptted a
This evalua
rigorous qu
uantitative re
esearch me
ethodology kknown as Process
P
Tracing. The im
mpact evalu
uation will
focus on asssessing the
e short to medium-term
m
m outcomes
s that occur at the instittutional leve
el (eg.
legislative a
and policy changes).
c

2.2 Resea
arch metho
odology
Process tra
acing is consistent with
h a theory-ba
ased evalua
ation design
n (see Box 2 over page
e). Impact
evaluation is an opporrtunity to tes
st a program
mme’s theory through the
t links in tthe causal chain.
c
In
terms of me
ethod, this tendency
t
is close to ‘prrocess tracing’ (George and McKeeown, 1985
5; Collier,
4

2011), whicch is defined
d by Aminzade (1993) as ‘theoretically explic
cit narrativess that careffully trace
and compa
are the sequ
uence of eve
ents constittuting the prrocess’. The
ese casual chains are typically
represented
d graphicallly as a caus
sal map.
Box 2: Theo
ory-Based Evaluation
E
In ord
der to expla
ain we need
d theory to b
bridge the gap
g between
n data and iinterpretatio
on
of tha
at data; and
d in the case
e of impact evaluation to bridge th
he gap betw
ween ‘cause
es’
and ‘effect’.
Theo
ory-based evvaluation is
s process orrientated. It regards the
e programm
me as a
conju
unction of ca
auses that follow
f
a seq
quence. It fo
ollows a cha
ange pathw
way of a
progrramme from
m its initiatio
on through vvarious causal links in a chain of
imple
ementation, until intend
ded outcom es are reac
ched. The process is buuilt upon a
‘theory of chang
ge’ - a set off assumptio
ons about ho
ow an interv
vention achhieves its
goalss and underr what conditions (Sterrn et al, 2012).

Process Tracing is a complex
c
me
ethodology i n which a series
s
of pre
eparatory stteps culminate in the
identificatio
on, by key project
p
stake
eholders, off a set of tarrgeted outcomes. Thesse represen
nt the most
recent and important desired
d
achievements o
of the proje
ect. Once these targeteed outcomes
s are
s
data collection a
and analysis focus on determining
d
g the extentt to which
identified and clearly stated,
eted outcom
mes were realised and tthe importa
ance of the project’s
p
co ntribution to
o those
these targe
outcomes. Oxfam have developed a Processs Tracing Protocol
P
thatt outlines thhe key steps
s involved
ess. Drawin
ng on the gu
uidance pro
ovided by Ox
xfam’s proto
ocol, the Addviser facilittated a
in the proce
Process Tracing evalu
uation exerc
cise that inccluded the fo
ollowing ste
eps.
alysis of pro
oject documentation ge
enerated by PRI.
1. Ana
2. Worrk with the PRI
P Middle East and N
North Africa (MENA) tea
am to reconnstruct a the
eory of
change for the project.
alysis of pro
oject activitie
es (eg. mon
nitoring repo
orts) to deve
elop a detaiiled timeframe matrix
3. Ana
for tthe project (timeframe
(
matrix was organised by the targe
eted outcom
mes).
4. Inte
erviews with
h a range of external sta
a evidencce (a) whatt targeted
akeholders to identify and
outccomes actually materia
alised; (b) th
he plausible
e causal exp
planations tthat underpinned the
targ
geted outcom
mes; (c) PR
RI’s contribu
ution to the change.
5. Ana
alysis of add
ditional docu
umentation (eg. releva
ant reports produced
p
byy other agencies) and
seco
ondary data
a (eg. Gove
ernment stattistics) to ve
erify the qua
alitative datta collected in step 4.
6. Drafting a final report docu
umenting th
he research process an
nd key findinngs.

2.3 Data ccollection
Data collecction is a key element of
o the Proce
ess Tracing method. To
o gather thee informatio
on
necessary tto carry outt this evalua
ation, the Ad
dviser used
d the following data colllection meth
hods.
1. Ana
alysis of pro
oject informa
ation genera
ated by PRI, which included:




project planning do
ocuments;
annual monitoring report sentt to the Dutc
ch Ministry of
o Foreign A
Affairs at the end of
Year 1;
project activity reports (eg. tra
aining works
shops and roundtables
r
s) completed
d by the
or.
Project Coordinato
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2. Review of a sample of the large number of reports, publications, and other grey material
generated by external project stakeholders. This documentation included:
 Juvenile Criminal Justice in Jordan (2013), The National Centre for Human Rights;
 Terminal Evaluation Report (2012) of the ‘Strengthening the legislative and
institutional capacity of the juvenile justice system in Jordan’, UNODC;
 Safeguarding children in detention: Independent monitoring mechanisms for children
in detention in MENA (2011), PRI publication from a previous juvenile justice project
funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).
3. Semi-structured interviews and email correspondence with key PRI MENA staff (PRI MENA
Regional Director and the Project Coordinator).
4. Semi-structured interviews with key informants from external project stakeholders who were
in a position to offer specific validation of evidence regarding the targeted outcomes. Key
informants included representatives from the following stakeholders:







UNICEF – Child Protection Specialist (international partner)
Juvenile Police Department – Staff Colonel (beneficiary)
Social Defence Directorate – Head of Department (government)
Reform and Rehabilitation Unit Manager / former juvenile judge (judiciary)
Member of the national independent inspection team (beneficiary)
Academy of Change for Democracy and Development Studies – President (partner)

5. A focus group discussion (10 October 2013) with the Reform and Rehabilitation Unit
Manager, the member of the national independent inspection team, and the President of
Change Academy.
6. A field visit (9 October 2013) to the Amman Centre for Juveniles – a pre-trial detention
centre for male offenders, 12-16 years of age. The field visit provided an opportunity to view
the facilities and to talk informally to the Director of the Centre.
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3. Theory of change
Figure 1 (see next page) outlines the theory of change for the project. In consultation with PRI
MENA staff, three target outcomes were identified to focus the evaluation:




Target Outcome 1 – Increased capacity and improved performance of the Juvenile Police
Department.
Target Outcome 2 – Increased public and institutional awareness of alternatives to the
deprivation of liberty for juveniles.
Target Outcome 3 – Increased capacity and improved performance of the independent
monitoring team, including the adoption and implementation of standards for monitoring and
inspection.

These three outcomes were chosen because they correspond to the main three strands of the
project. The first strand focused on the Juvenile Police Department; the second on juvenile
alternatives to the deprivation of liberty; and the third on independent monitoring of juvenile
detention facilities.
The theory of change shows that for each of these strands, Jordan is at a different stage of
development in terms of realising the longer-term impact of safeguarding the rights of children in
conflict with the law. The first outcome covers the pre-trial stage of the criminal justice system and
focuses on diverting juvenile offenders from the court system. The focus here is very much on
prevention of and mediation for minor offences. In January 2012, a Juvenile Police Department was
set up as a pilot project in the North Amman District. Building on a previous project that focused on
the creation of the Department, in this project PRI focused on developing its capacity and improving
its performance.
The second outcome is focused on alternatives to the deprivation of liberty for the more serious
juvenile cases that do go to trial. This outcome area is very much at the early stages of the
development life cycle. There is a limited basis for alternatives in the Jordanian legal system and
judges are reluctant to use alternative sanctions during sentencing. With the exception of some pilot
projects, alternatives such as community service programmes have not been setup in Jordan. For
this project, PRI therefore focused on increased public and institutional awareness of alternatives to
imprisonment for juveniles in Jordan with the medium-term objective of the creation and adoption of
a law on alternatives for juveniles. The longer-term outcomes and impact associated with this
outcome area may well take 10-15 years to materialise. The longer-term nature of this result was
taken into consideration when judging the projects achievements under Outcome 2.
The third outcome is focused on post-trial detention and the establishment of a national
independent monitoring mechanism. At the beginning of the project, there was no independent
monitoring mechanism in Jordan. With PRI’s help, an independent monitoring mechanism was
established in 2013. The project activities have very much focused on establishing monitoring
standards and developing the monitoring team’s capacity. The longer-term outcomes associated
with institutionalisation of the independent monitoring mechanism and the implementation of the
team’s recommendations will be a focus of future PRI projects.
A detailed theory of change for each targeted outcome is presented in the next section.
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Pre-ttrial: Juvenilee Police Depaartment (JPD
D)
Change

Inccreased politicaal will and publicc support for a Juvenile Policee Department
A Juvenile Police Departm
ment is established as a pilot in
n the North Am
mman District
Increased cappacity and improoved performannce of the Juven
nile Police Deppartment

IIncreased diverrsion of juvenilees from court

Effective use of preventa
ative and mediaation strategies

Follow-up social,
s
psycholoogical and rehaabilitation suppoort for
the child and his/her fam
mily

Triaal-stage: Alteernatives

Alternaative sanctions are effectively implemented
i

A
Alternative mechhanisms are esstablished

Change

IMPACT: Imprroved social reiintegration
of childrenn and reduced juuvenile
offending

Judges increeasingly use of alternative sannctions for senteencing

Changes inn legislation esttablish a legal basis
b
for alterna
atives to imprisoonment for juveeniles
Increasedd political will off Government and
a judiciary to use alternativees for juveniles
Increassed public and innstitutional awaareness of alterrnatives for juveeniles

Postt-trial detentio
on: Independ
dent monitori ng
IMPACT: Inccreased protecttion of the rights of children in care centres annd places of deetention
Increased transparency aand accountability of care centtres and placess of detention
Government implem
ments the recom
mmendations in a timely manneer
Change

The INIT uses standdards to carry oout regular monnitoring visits an
nd produce a reeport(s)
Increaseed capacity and improved
perfformance of thee INIT

Adoption
n and implemenntation of
standards fo
or monitoring annd inspection

An Indeependent Nationnal Inspection Team
T
(INIT) is established
e
in li ne with
internaational standardds to monitor caare centres and
d places of deteention
Increaseed public suppoort and political will for indepen
ndent monitoringg

Key

Target ooutcomes for thee evaluation

Figu
ure 1: Theo
ory of Chang
ge for the Reform
R
of th
he Criminal Justice Sys
stem Projecct
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4. Results of the Impact Evaluation
4.1 Target Outcome 1: Increased capacity and improved performance of the
Juvenile Police Department
In March 2011, the Department of Public Security in Jordan created a new administrative body – the
Juvenile Police Department (JPD) - specialised in dealing with children in conflict with the law. The
JPD was officially created on 1 January 2012 as a pilot to cover the North Amman District. The
objectives of the JPD are to:







improve police procedures dealing with juvenile offenders;
ensure respect for human dignity and juveniles’ rights
encourage alternatives to incarceration, in accordance with domestic legislation, when
dealing with minor offences committed by juveniles;
partner with governmental and non-governmental institutions working with juveniles;
consolidate partnership and collaboration with the local community;
increase public awareness of juvenile delinquency and gain local community support for the
mission of the department (http://www.juvenilepolice.psd.gov, accessed 25/11/13).

Extent to which the outcome materialised
The outcome indicators associated with improved performance of the JPD are: (a) number of
juveniles who are diverted from the criminal justice system; and (b) percentage of cases that are
diverted. In PRI’s first year annual monitoring report to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs the
following statistics are quoted:
Between 1 January 2012 and September 2012, the JPD dealt with 229 cases and 179 of
those cases were solved at the police level and diverted from the criminal justice system –
78% of the total number of cases. (PRI MENA Annual Report to Dutch Ministry of Affairs,
September 2011 – August 2012)
However the author of the report does not provide a source for these figures, which raises questions
over the reliability of the statistics. The evaluator asked each of the interviewees about the
Department’s diversion rates:
The department has a 70% success rate of resolving cases through mediation. (Interview
with UNICEF, 8 October 2013)
600 children have been diverted from detention since the creation of the JPD. Approximately
90% of cases are diverted. Only two in every twenty cases go through the court system.
(Interview with Juvenile Police Department, 9 October 2013)
Since the creation of the JPD, 70% of cases have been diverted in the North Amman region;
30% of cases have gone to court. This is a good achievement because there is no legal
basis for diversion. (Interview with Rehabilitation Unit Manager, 10 October 2013)
Qualitative evidence gained through interviews with project stakeholders therefore suggests that
between January 2012 and October 2013 70-90% of juvenile cases that are dealt with the JPD have
been diverted from the courts. Statistics to back-up this evidence were requested by the evaluator.
However, despite promises from the JPD to supply this information, it was not forthcoming. To make
a judgement on the significance of these figures, the evaluator attempted to find out: (a) baseline
information – diversion figures in the North Amman District before the creation of the department in
2012; and (b) counterfactual information – comparison diversion figures for other Jordanian
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Districts. Baseline and counterfactual information were unknown. However, the UNICEF interviewee
said that approximately 30% of cases are diverted from the courts in other Districts of Jordan. If this
estimate is accurate, by comparison, a 70-90% diversion rate is a major achievement for the JPD
and is a strong indicator of the realisation of this outcome.
In terms of increased capacity of the JPD, outcome indicators include: (a) extent to which new
procedures are created and implemented; (b) percentage of staff that follow the procedures on a
day-to-day basis; and (c) increased levels of knowledge and skills reported by JPD staff and
partners trained by PRI on restorative approaches and conflict resolution/mediation.
The JPD has 170 staff members (Interview with JPD, 9 October 2013) and since its creation several
procedures have been put in place, including:






a three-year human resource strategy (Interview with JPD, 9 October 2013);
comprehensive training for new staff (Interview with JPD, 9 October 2013);
An operations manual for staff that outlines a step-by-step approach (Interview with JPD, 9
October 2013);
a Procedural Guide for Police working with Juveniles (Project annual monitoring report);
a Code of Ethics for the JPD (Project annual monitoring report).

The operations manual and procedural guide feature a restorative justice cycle that shows each
stage of the juvenile system from the child’s perspective. PRI helped the JPD to create the cycle
and also produced and distributed posters of the cycle. The evaluator visited a juvenile pre-trial
facility in Amman on 9 October 2013 and noticed that two posters of the cycle were on public
display in the reception area. This demonstrates that the cycle has been widely promoted beyond
the Department and is accessible to children who are contact with the law. Taken together, these
new standards and policies demonstrate that the sub-outcome – improved structures, procedures
and policies of the JPD – was realised during the project timeframe. However, it is difficult to assess
the extent to which these procedures and policies have been following by JPD staff and partners on
a day-to-day basis. The JPD Chief Colonel noted:
The operations manual is a step-by-step guide for staff members. New staff members use it
for their first two cases to guide them through the system – it tells them what they should do
at each stage. The knowledge then becomes tacit and they do not need to rely on the
manual. (Interview with JPD, 9 October 2013)
This suggests that at least to some extent the policies are being followed by staff. However in
future, PRI and the JPD should monitor compliance with policies and procedures in a more
systematic way. PRI held several training workshops for JPD staff and partners during the project
period (see PRI contribution section below). PRI’s annual monitoring report noted:
As a result of the training, participants became more aware of mediation and conflict
management skills. The JPD is developing its internal procedures and guidelines based on
the training discussions and outcomes. Additionally, participants became more aware of the
concept of diversion, and how this can be achieved by using practical tools and skills.
This statement is consistent with qualitative information gained through the evaluation interviews.
Several interviewees noted that PRI held training workshops on restorative justice and mediation,
which helped to develop the participants’ knowledge and skills in these areas. However, PRI did not
produce quantitative information or qualitative feedback from the participants to evidence increased
levels of knowledge and skills. For example, results from an end-of-training questionnaire and 6month follow-up questionnaire were not made available to the evaluator.
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Overall, the
e qualitative
e information
n gained fro
om the evaluation interrviews seem
ms to sugge
est that
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project perio
od the perfo
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nd the capacity of the JPD
J
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However, re
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ntitative info
ormation is not availab
ble to eviden
nce the exteent to which
h the
outcome acctually mate
erialised.

Causal explanation
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ure 2) illustrrates a deta
ailed theory of change ffor outcome
e 1:
d improved performancce of the Ju
uvenile Polic
ce Departm
ment.
increased ccapacity and

Im
mproved reintegration of childreen and reducedd offending

Follow-up soccial, psychologiccal and rehabiliitation
support for
f the child and his/her familyy

Effective use of
o
preventative
strategies

Traininng

Evidence
E
for exxpansion of the JPD
to cover all districts
d
of Jordaan

Effective use of
o
meediation to resoolve
conflicts

Financial
F
support

Increasedd diversion of
juveniles (m
minor offences)
from courtt proceedings

Increaased capacity aand improved performance
p
of the JPD
JPD staff
s and suppoorting
agenccies adopt and uuse a
restoraative justice appproach

Training
w
workshops

Improveed selection, indduction
and traaining of JPD offficers
and social workerrs

Using international goood
practicce, help to deveelop
conncept of the JPD
D
Finnancial supportt

Key:

Increased poolitical will and public support for a
Juvvenile Police Deepartment

PR
RI contributing aactivities

Drafft
proceduures
guidee

Improved structures,
procedures and policies
of the JP
PD

A Juvenile Po lice Departmennt is established
d as a
pilot inn the North Amman District

Bilatteral meetings

Draft staff
s
handboook

JPD staff con
nsistently
use the intternal
procedures and policies

Create JPD
J
cyclee

Study tour visit to
the Netherlaands

Media coveraage

Newspaper articles and m
media interviewss

Non-PRI contributing
c
facttors

Figure 2: JJuvenile Pollice Departm
ment in Jord
rdan: Theory
y of Change
e
11
1

The Juvenile Police Department was established as a pilot in January 2012 to cover the North
Amman District. International organisations such as Penal Reform International and local quasigovernmental organisations such as the Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights, have been
advocating for the establishment of a specialised juvenile police unit. Such organisations draw upon
justice for children international good practice and standards that recognise the importance of
creating specialised juvenile police. For example, Rule 12 of the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules) notes:
In order to best fulfil their functions, police officers who frequently or exclusively deal with
juveniles or who are primarily engaged in the prevention of juvenile crime shall be specially
instructed and trained. In large cities, special police units should be established for that
purpose. (Beijing Rules, 1989)
PRI’s ‘Ten-point plan for a fair and effective criminal justice for children’ highlights how a specialised
juvenile police department is an important ingredient of a separate juvenile criminal justice system:
A separate system for all those over the age of criminal responsibility and under the age of
18 should be set up and this should be engaged from the moment of first contact until all
involvement with the system is concluded. It should apply regardless of the nature of the
offence and, taking resources into account, should consist of separate and specialist
authorities and institutions, including separate units within police stations and separate
courts, which are furnished and arranged in a child-friendly manner and staffed by
specialised judges. (PRI, 2013)
The Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights recently published a report on juvenile criminal
justice in Jordan (2013), which stated that Jordan lacked an independent criminal justice system
that adhered to international standards. Despite the establishment of the pilot Juvenile Police
Department in North Amman, the report specifically noted that Jordan lacks a specialised juvenile
police.
The Staff Colonel of the JPD noted that the original idea for a specialised juvenile police department
in Jordan came from the Family Protection Centre. The centre reached the conclusion that there
was a need for a specialised department for juveniles that used a child-friendly restorative justice
approach to focus on prevention and diversion of juveniles from the criminal justice system.
Since the establishment of the Department in January 2012, there have been concerted efforts to
create a child-friendly culture that is based on restorative justice principles. This has been achieved
through a parallel strategy of (a) creating procedures, policies and guidelines based on restorative
justice principles; and (b) training the JPD staff and supporting agencies on restorative justice,
mediation and preventative strategies. As highlighted in the previous section, several policies and
procedures have been created and implemented by the Department. Such policies and procedures
are extremely important for a new Department that is growing rapidly with plans to expand its scope
to cover other Districts of Jordan. Indeed, the Staff Colonel of the JPD noted that he plans to open
new offices for the Department in January 2014 and hopes to expand the scope of the Department
to open six additional offices covering six additional regions with the long-term goal of covering the
entire Kingdom of Jordan. However in order to expand there are a number of constraints and
obstacles that need to be overcome:


Financial constraints – the Department currently does not have a budget allocation to open
new offices. The Department has submitted several applications to international
organisations requesting financial support to pay office rent for 12 months.
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Legal constraints – there is no legal basis for a specialised juvenile police department in the
current legislation. The new juvenile justice law that is currently with Parliament will address
this. The Staff Colonel noted: ‘the current legislation is a major challenge for us; when the
new law is approved we can expand” (Interview, 9 October 2013). Article 10 of the draft
juvenile justice law establishes a legal basis for the creation of a juvenile police department
and Article 14 outlines its responsibilities.
Turnover of staff – the Department has a highly qualified staff and has invested heavily to
develop their skills and capacity. The Department therefore needs to ensure that it retains
its staff and maintains a low staff turnover rate.

As the Theory of Change (Figure 2) shows, policy makers, budget holders and decision makers in
the relevant Government Ministries will use evidence of the Department’s performance (eg.
diversion rates) to decide whether the Department is a successful pilot and should receive
budgetary support to expand. It is therefore important that the Department establishes a systematic
monitoring system that tracks key performance indicators such as diversion rates and number of
cases completed. As part of this evidence portfolio, the Department should also capture and
document its success stories. For example, the Staff Colonel recalled a recent incident that
highlighted the importance of their preventative work:
One of the real benefits of the JPD is that parents can come to us and ask for our help with
prevention. For example, a few days ago, a parent came to us and told us how their son had
started to experiment with drugs and they were concerned for him. We sent a social worker
to go and talk to the child - the social worked raised his awareness about the dangers of
drugs and how his actions could destroy his future. We have received some very positive
feedback from parents about this kind of preventative work. We always ensure that the
social worker follows up with the family. (Interview, 9 October 2013)
The evaluator passed on this story to a later interviewee and she noted that it was a great indicator
of success: ‘This type of preventative work is a huge development; it shows that parents trust the
Police Department, it is somewhere they can go to for help. It also shows that news of the
Department is spreading through the community.’ (Interview with Rehabilitation Unit Manager, 10
October 2013).
The JPD has also been widely acclaimed for its mediation work. Within the JPD headquarters, there
are several meeting rooms that are dedicated to mediation. When an incident occurs, JPD officers
will attempt to call a mediation meeting that involves: the victim and his/her family; the offender and
his/her family; a Social Worker; and a Probation Officer. Several interviewees noted that mediation
is embedded in the Jordanian tribal culture: ‘it is our culture to look for resolutions’ (Interview with
JPD, 9 October 2013). For minor offences, mediation is seen as a preference for Jordanian people.
Moreover, the JPD has invested in developing its staff’s conflict resolution and negotiation skills. As
a result, the Department has been able to implement a restorative justice approach that has
successfully diverted children from the criminal justice system, which accounts for its impressive 7090% diversion rate.

PRI’s contribution
In previous projects PRI advocated for the establishment of the Juvenile Police Department. Indeed,
several interviewees noted that PRI played an important role in establishing the Department:
PRI had a huge role in creating this Department. Taghreed (PRI MENA Regional Director)
pushed a lot with Government to create the Department and she is very good at raising the
profile and awareness of the Department with a variety of different stakeholders. (Interview
with JPD, 9 October 2013)
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Building on its earlier work to help establish the Department, for this project PRI focused on
increasing the capacity and improving the performance of the department. To do this, PRI carried
out a number of activities during the first year of the project (see Table 3).
Activity

Outputs

Outcome

Training workshop on
restorative justice (20-24
November 2011)

32 participants from the JPD and
partner agencies attended the
workshop.

Two training workshop
on interviewing skills,
conflict management
and mediation (4-8 Dec
2011; 20-24 November
2012 )

25 participants from the JPD who
actively participated in the November
training attended the first workshop. 26
participants (7 judges, 2 prosecutors;
11 JPD officers; 5 social workers; 1
lawyer) attended the second
workshop.
11 participants attended the tour,
including 3 from Jordan representing
the JPD, Department of Public Security
and Ministry of Social Development.

Study tour visit to the
police management and
juvenile departments in
the Netherlands (25-29
June 2012)
Team of 8 experts
developed procedures
and guidelines for the
Department (Sep 11Aug 12)

Communications and
media support to the
JPD (Sep 11-Aug 12)

The team produced a guide, entitled
‘Procedural Guide for Police Working
with Juveniles’. 500 copies of the guide
were printed for the JPD. The team
also created a child-friendly cycle
poster, Staff Handbook and Code of
Ethics for the Department.
Key communications documents were
drafted, including: vision statement,
mission statement and mandate.
Translation and printing of promotional
documents. 1,000 event packages
were produced (folders, pens and
brochures with JPD logo).

Pre- and post- training evaluations
showed that the training increased
participants’ knowledge of restorative
justice by 45% (evidence: project
annual report)
The training increased participants’
skills on mediation and conflict
management (evidence: project annual
report and interview with former judge
who attended both workshops)

Based on the lessons learnt from the
visit, the participants created an action
plan to implement in their home
country (evidence: annual report). It is
unclear whether the plans were
implemented.
Child-friendly restorative justice work
procedures were adopted and
implemented by the Department, which
were later fed into a staff handbook
(evidence: annual report and interview
with PRI Project Manager).
Clarification of JPD’s key messages
helps to ensure the Department
outwardly projects a child-friendly
restorative justice image, which
increases public awareness of the
Department (evidence: interview with
JPD Staff Colonel)

Table 3: PRI’s Juvenile Police Department Activities
The theory of change (Figure 2) shows that each of these activities complemented each other to
successfully achieve several outcomes related to capacity development and performance
improvement. Table 3 demonstrates that PRI made a significant direct contribution to three
outcomes: (a) increased public support for the JPD; (b) improved structures, procedures and
policies of the JPD; (c) JPD staff and supporting agencies adopt and use a restorative justice
approach. PRI therefore achieved its objective of increasing the Department’s capacity, which in turn
led to improved performance of the Department and an increase in the number of children diverted
from the formal criminal justice system.
It should also be noted that other NGOs and international organisations, for example UNICEF and
UNODC, also made a significant contribution to developing the capacity of the Department. Such
organisations provided study tours, developed publications and helped to furnish the Department’s
Headquarters (Interview with the JPD, 9 October 2013). Such contributions should been seen as
complementary to PRI’s activities.
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4.2 Target Outcome 2: Increased public and institutional awareness of
alternatives to the deprivation of liberty for juveniles
There is a limited basis for alternatives in the Jordanian legal system for both juveniles and adults.
Alternative sanctions are therefore a new concept and judges are reluctant to use them because
there is no legal basis and no established schemes to oversee their implementation.

Extent to which the outcome materialised
As the Theory of Change highlights (Figure 3), Jordan is very much in the early stages of
developing alternatives to detention for juveniles. The project therefore focused on relatively shortmedium term outcomes associated with raising public awareness and building the political will to
establish a legal basis for alternatives. These outcomes need to be achieved first before
organisations like PRI can focus on increasing the use of alternatives during sentencing and
building the capacity of the implementing agency to ensure they are effectively enforced.
Despite the long-term nature of this work, in the past few years there have been some significant
positive developments towards the establishment of a system of alternative non-custodial measures
for juveniles in Jordan. UNICEF is currently implementing a pilot juvenile diversion project in Irbid,
which has resulted in the establishment of a community service programme. In 2013, 24 children
were diverted from detention into this 16-week programme which focuses on rehabilitation,
socialisation and correction (Interview with UNICEF, 8 October 2013). Despite the low numbers, the
establishment of such pilot programmes is a step in the right direction.
A new juvenile law has been drafted that contains provisions for alternatives to the deprivation of
liberty. Article 33 of the draft law states that during sentencing an execution judge has the power to
replace an imprisonment sentence (if does not exceed one year) with a community service sanction.
The new juvenile law stipulates that this should be mandatory for first-time offenders. The law has
been drafted and is currently with the Jordanian Legislative Bureau awaiting approval. The fact that
this law has been drafted with a provision for alternatives and is broadly accepted by juvenile justice
stakeholders is an indicator that there is increased political will to establish and use alternatives to
custody for juveniles. However, there is little evidence that there is public support for alternatives to
imprisonment, which is a vital ingredient for success. PRI is therefore right to take a long-term
perspective and to focus on increasing public support. Overall during the project period, there is
strong evidence that there has been increased political will for alternatives but little evidence that
there has been an increase in public support.

Causal explanation
In the previous section it was noted that non-custodial alternatives are a relatively new concept in
Jordan. The Theory of Change below (Figure 3) is therefore a hypothetical analysis of how change
could happen. A theory of change for alternatives should contain three main strands:
1) A change in approach towards sentencing, which includes the increased use of alternatives.
This strand focuses on legislative and policy changes to enable the use of alternative
sentences and the establishment of alternative programmes.
2) The effective implementation of alternative sanctions. Once an alternative sentence is
passed, the sanction needs to be implemented. For example, a community service order
requires the establishment of a community service programme; matching offenders to the
right placements; monitoring and supervision of the cases. This often involves capacity
development of the implementing agency (eg. Probation Agency or specialised department).
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Drafting a new law that contains provisions for alternatives is an important achievement in its own
right. However, there is an important difference between submitting a new law, the approval of that
law, and the implementation of the law:
The new law would change our traditional understanding and approach to sentencing. There
will be some resistance from our community and certain stakeholders. However, openminded people can push the law forward. There is a need for educational activities that
raises the public’s awareness on alternatives to detention. (Interview with Reform and
Rehabilitation Manager / former Juvenile Judge, 10 October 2013)
The above statement suggests that public support is required in the long-term if the legislation and
ensuing policy is to be implemented. Moreover, the alternative programmes themselves need to be
set up and implemented and an agency needs to be empowered with the responsibility to enforce
and implement such sanctions.
To summarise, is the development of non-custodial alternatives is still at an early stage of
development in Jordan. However, if the draft juvenile law is approved, there is an opportunity to
establish and embed an alternatives system.

PRI contribution
During an interview with the Project Coordinator and PRI’s MENA Regional Directors, the Regional
Director said that she felt the alternatives strand of the project was the weakest in terms of what has
been achieved in the project timeframe and PRI’s contribution to those achievements. Indeed, the
impact of the alternatives work that has been done so far should be reviewed in 3-5 years’ time to
allow time for the results to mature. Table 4 provides a summary of the activities that PRI carried out
on alternatives for this project.
Activity
PRI organised a
series of meetings
for juvenile justice
stakeholders in
Jordan (11 October
2011).

Research and
drafting of a
publication on
Alternatives to
Imprisonment in the
Arab world (April
2012).
Training workshop
for juvenile judges
about alterative
sanctions (5-6 June
2013).

Outputs
Participants drafted a strategic
framework, entitled: ‘Juvenile
justice institutional network’, that
mandated the network with the
following responsibilities:
‐ Planning the JJ system
‐ Demonstrating evidence of the
JJ system progress
‐ Action planning
‐ Coordination and resource
mobilisation of JJ projects
‐ Exchanging lessons learnt
The research highlights a number
of best practices from around the
world and provides tips on how
three targeted countries (Jordan,
Yemen, and Egypt) can create their
own system of alternatives. 500
copies of the publication were
circulated within the MENA region.
19 juvenile judges from the 12
governorates of Jordan attended
the training workshop.

Outcome
The framework was approved by all
stakeholders which led to the establishment
of a JJ network, which is led by the Ministry
of Social Development. PRI was given the
responsibility of hosting / providing ?the
network secretariat for the first year.
The network has helped to increase the
coordination between the different JJ
stakeholders in Jordan, helping to create a
more strategic approach that avoids resource
duplication.
It is assumed that the research and
publication have led to an increase in
awareness on alternatives in the MENA
region and a sharing of international good
practice, which was fed into the drafting of
the alternatives section of the new juvenile
law. However, there is no evidence to back
up this claim
It is assumed that the training increased the
judges’ awareness, knowledge and skills on
alternative sanctions, which in the mediumlong term (when new law is approved) should
lead to an increased number of alternatives
sanctions used during juvenile sentencing.
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Workshop on
alternatives in
Jordan: ‘Alternative
sanctions to
detention: prospects
for and ways of
promoting their
application in Jordan’
(3-4 Oct 2012).
PRI organised a
review meeting on
the new draft of the
juvenile law (8 July
2013).

Participants from the media,
rehabilitation centre, Ministry of
Social Development and NGOs
active in penal reform attended the
workshop. A media article was
produced and disseminated to
media outlets covering a summary
of the main topics discussed during
the workshop.
11 national stakeholders attended
the meeting.

Justice for Children
conference in Jordan
(20-21 August 2013).

150 participants from all over the
Jordan attended the conference.

The workshop helped to define the role of the
media in promoting alternative sanctions and
identified specific topics for media coverage,
which in turn led to increased media
coverage on alternatives. As the Theory of
Change shows (Figure 3), increased media
coverage is important for achieving public
support for alternatives.
Contributed to the drafting of the section on
non-custodial alternatives in the new juvenile
law. Based on discussions at the meeting,
recommendations were submitted to the
drafting committee. Unclear whether these
recommendations were taken up and used to
write/amend this the new law.
During the conference PRI launched a review
of the draft of the juvenile law. It is assumed
that this review contributed to the drafting
process of the law. However, evidence to
show the contribution of the conference to
the drafting process of the new law is lacking.

Table 4: PRI’s Alternatives Activities
On alternatives, the main achievement to date has been the drafting of the new juvenile law that
contains an article on non-custodial alternatives with a focus on community service. Several
international organisations (eg. UNICEF and UNODC) and civil society actors contributed to the
drafting of the new law. However, several interviewees noted that PRI played an important role in
the drafting of the alternatives section:
If approved, the new juvenile law will contain provisions for alternatives. We hope that the
law will be approved at the November 2013 session. PRI have been working on the drafting
of this law, particularly the alternatives section (Interview with UNICEF, 8 October 2013)
PRI has supported the development of the new juvenile law. PRI organised workshops and
meetings on alternatives to imprisonment. Based on the output of the workshops, PRI
submitted recommendations on the alternatives section to the drafting committee (Interview
with Reform and Rehabilitation Unit Manager, 10 October 2013)
PRI’s activities (Table 4) confirm that PRI did make a significant contribution to the drafting of the
alternatives section of the new law. However, the objectives and outcome in the project proposal
were centred on increased public support for alternatives. Although PRI did do some work with the
media to raise the profile of alternatives in Jordan, most of the activities were concentrated on the
drafting and review of the alternatives section of the new law. Therefore the project objectives
should have been more focused on legislative amendments. However, PRI should be commended
for adapting the project strategy to take advantage of the opportunity to contribute to the drafting
process. In the short term, the drafting of the new law was more important than focusing on public
support because it was a unique window of opportunity. In future projects PRI will no doubt continue
to focus on the long-term process of raising public support for alternatives in Jordan.
PRI’s technical expertise on alternatives and its role as an interlocutor between international
organisations and national human rights organisations, place PRI in a unique position to contribute
the establishment of an alternatives system in Jordan. If the new law is approved, there will be an
important role for PRI to help with the implementation and enforcement of the new law:
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Despite such monitoring mechanisms, Jordan lacked an independent monitoring body responsible
for monitoring juvenile detention facilities in line with international standards. International standards
are quite clear that independent inspections and monitoring of detention facilities by qualified bodies
should take place on a regular basis, at times unannounced, with full access to the facilities, and
freedom to interview children and staff in private (Sheahan and Ratrot, 2011; 12).

Extent to which the outcome materialised
PRI successfully signed an agreement with the Ministry of Social Development to create a National
Independent Team for monitoring care centres in Jordan. The independent monitoring team was
officially launched on 9 March 2013. The team’s mandate includes access to all care centres in
Jordan, including those for juveniles, persons with disability, elderly and orphans. The team’s
jurisdiction allows for independent monitoring visits to all the juvenile centres presented in Table 5.
The team’s first monitoring visit was on 10 July 2013. In one three month period between 10 July
2013 and 10 October 2013, the team completed 26 monitoring visits to care centres, which is an
average rate of 2.16 visits per week. To date, the team has visited three juvenile detention centres
and plans to visit the remaining three by the end of 2013.
The project objective for independent monitoring focused on the creation of independent
mechanisms to monitor juvenile facilities. As already established, in Jordan, this objective was most
definitely achieved. At the beginning of the project, the creation of an independent monitoring
mechanism in the project timeframe was an ambitious objective. The creation of the team in itself is
therefore a major achievement.
In the project proposal, the project outcome focused on assisting Government and civil society
organisations to implement the independent monitoring mechanism. This of course, assumed that
the independent monitoring team would be created during the project period and that there would
be time to focus on building the capacity of the team and to help them develop standards and
procedures for monitoring. Because the team was launched in March 2013, the project did in fact
have time to focus on implementation. To date, the following has been achieved:





A monitoring checklist has been developed and piloted to structure and guide the monitoring
visits. The team are currently piloting the checklist. The team plans to add additional
checklist items to the guide (Interview with monitoring team member, 10 October 2013).
PRI is working with the team to create an operational manual and a code of conduct. The
operation manual will clarify the structure and reporting lines for the team.
An independent monitoring workshop for the independent monitoring team members and
JPD officers in March 2013 was an opportunity for participants to share knowledge and good
practice on inspection and monitoring.

When asked about their achievements to date, the independent monitoring team member
interviewed for this evaluation listed the following:
1) A strong relationship has been forged between the team and the Ministry of Social
Development. There are plans to establish a new unit within the Ministry that will be a focal
point for the team.
2) Based on our recommendations, two care centres for persons with disabilities have closed.
3) The new juvenile law will have a separate article on independent monitoring (Interview with
independent monitoring team member, 10 October 2013).
It is clear that there is still much to do to develop the capacity and institutionalise the independent
monitoring team so that it is a sustainable independent monitoring mechanism that complements
and adds extra value to the exiting monitoring mechanisms in Jordan. However, it has been an
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In May 2012, a BBC documentary, ‘Jordan’s Secret Shame’, was aired in Jordan and showed
shocking abuse of children with disabilities in Jordan’s care centres. The documentary caused a
public uproar and King Abdullah II visited the centres in question and ordered an urgent
investigation. The Investigation Committee submitted its final report and revealed additional human
rights abuses. Eight of Jordan’s 54 private care centres faced allegations of abuse and three care
centres for persons with disabilities were closed down (http://www.jhr.ca/blog/2013/01/a-braveyoung-journalists-in-jordan/, Accessed 26 November 2013).
Prior and after the scandal, PRI worked with the Ministry of Social Development to create the
concept of an independent monitoring mechanism in Jordan. In December 2012, an internal PRI
communication had noted that the independent inspection team was becoming a reality in Jordan
and that in the coming weeks PRI would start the selection of the members of the team in
cooperation with the Ministry of Social Development (MENA report to PRI Executive Director,
December 2012).
The care centre scandal created a surge of public support and political will to strengthen the
monitoring of care centres in Jordan and therefore undoubtedly helped to pave the way for the
creation of an independent monitoring mechanism in Jordan. Taking advantage of this increase in
political will, PRI developed an agreement with the Ministry of Social Development for the creation
of the independent monitoring team. The agreement clarified PRI and the Ministry’s roles and
responsibilities. The agreement also contained details on how the team would be financed and
outlined a training schedule for the team. On the back of this agreement, in partnership with Change
Academy (a local NGO), PRI advertised and recruited 29 members for the team, 22 of which have
been actively involved in team activities. The independent monitoring team’s first monitoring visit to
a care centre took place on 10 July 2013 and it has subsequently carried out 26 monitoring visits.
As detailed in the previous section, once the team was created, the focus shifted to the creation of
standards and policies for the team. To create such standards, the team drew on the experience of
other national independent monitoring teams. With the support of civil society organisations such as
PRI and Change Academy, the team is very much trying to raise awareness about its role and
mission:
We are trying to raise awareness about the teams’ mission and role within the care centres,
the Ministry of Social Development and the community. We are trying to change the old style
of monitoring and inspection in Jordan to a more positive approach that is based on learning
and self-monitoring. (Interview with independent monitoring team member, 10 October 2013)
Indeed, during the evaluation interviews it became clear that the role and mission of the
independent monitoring team is not clearly understood by those stakeholders that were not involved
in its creation. For example, the UNICEF interviewee noted:
We recently had a meeting with the Ministry of Social Development and talked about the
voluntary inspection team. They agreed it was not sustainable because (a) how do you
select the volunteers and ensure they are independent and do not have a conflict of interest;
(b) Jordan does not have a volunteering culture, I’m concerned there will be a high turnover
of volunteers; (c) does the team have the authority to monitor? The facility may say ‘who are
you to monitor me’? Will the Government take the recommendations seriously? (Interview
with UNICEF, 9 October)
The concerns raised by UNICEF are slightly unfair and show a lack of understanding about the
team’s mission, role and achievements to date. However, it does demonstrate the challenges ahead
in terms of raising awareness, institutionalising and sustaining the team beyond the initial impetus
provided by the care centre scandal.
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At present, the culture of detention monitoring in Jordan is very much focused on inspection,
policing and punishment. The team is trying to change this culture so that it is based on learning,
trust and improvement. For example, to establish trust with the care centres and the Ministry, the
team does not submit its findings to the media. Moreover, PRI’s agreement with the Ministry
stipulates that the Ministry has one month to read the reports and implement the recommendations.
To see whether or not its recommendations have been acted upon and to monitor improvements in
performance, the team often makes follow-up visits. The team is focused on educating, investing
and improving the centres performance. This formative approach to monitoring complements the
watchdog role of other monitoring bodies such as the National Centre for Human Rights. Changing
the culture of monitoring in Jordan is a long-term outcome that will take time to achieve. However,
there are small positive signs that this has started to happen:
The Minister of Social Development is very happy with the teams’ reports. The Minister has
asked PRI and Change Academy to train the Directorate of Social Defences’ internal
monitoring teams in the hope that they can replicate the quality, performance and approach
of the independent monitoring team. (Change Academy, focus group discussion, 10 October
2013)
The next steps for the team and organisations such as PRI and Change Academy are to focus on
the sustainability and the institutionalisation of the independent monitoring team. To do so, the focus
group participants (10 October 2013) prioritised the following.
1) Raising awareness about the teams role and mission with the care centres, the Ministry
of Social Development and the community.
2) Securing financial support for the team.
3) Recruiting new members for the team based on the established selection criterion
4) Improving the team’s internal processes and procedures. We need to move from charity
work to organised and well-structured work.
With the help of PRI and Change Academy, it is clear that to date the team has made some
progress on all of the above areas. However, it is very much work in progress and the next couple
of years will be critical in terms of establishing a clear role for the team that complements and adds
value to existing monitoring mechanisms in Jordan.

PRI’s contribution
The previous section outlined the important role that PRI played in the creation of the independent
monitoring mechanism. Indeed, before the care centre scandal happened, PRI was well on its way
to creating the independent monitoring team. Even without the scandal, the evaluator is confident
that a mechanism would have been created during the project timeframe. However, the scandal
undoubtedly helped to speed up the process and the increased political will helped to secure a
healthy relationship between the team and the Ministry of Social Development. PRI’s agreement
with the Ministry was critical for the creation of the team because it gave the team legitimacy and
outlined the respective roles and responsibilities of PRI and the Ministry. The Ministry has recently
informed PRI of its intention to renew the agreement for 2014 (Email from the Project Coordinator, 3
December 2013).
It should also be noted that Change Academy also played an important role in the creation and
implementation of the inspection mechanism. Indeed, PRI and Change Academy have worked
together on many of the capacity building activities. Table 6 outlines PRI’s project activities on
independent monitoring in Jordan.
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Activity
PRI contracted a JJ expert to
develop an inspection
checklist to be used in
Jordan, Egypt and Yemen
(Oct 2011).
Training workshop on
monitoring and inspection in
places of detention (5-6 May
2012).

Outputs
600 copies of the inspection
checklist and a short guide
explaining how to use it were
printed. 200 copies were
distributed to each country
through meetings and workshops.
11 participants from the
independent monitoring team and
the Juvenile Police Department
attended the workshop.

Revision meeting of the
National Independent
Inspection Team (24 July
2013).
Roundtable on child
protection policy, inspection
kit and Code of Ethics for the
Ministry of Social
Development (16 Aug 2013).

Inspection team members
attended the meeting to assess
and finalise the first three field
visits reports.
15 participants, including juvenile
facility directors, probation
officers, social workers and
inspection team members
attended the workshop.

Outcome
A user-friendly practical tool that gives
more structure and guidance to the
independent inspection team’s visits.
Contribution to Outcome 3 (adoption
and implementation of standards for
monitoring and inspection).
The participants shared their
knowledge and experience of good
practice in inspection monitoring which
helped to increase the participants’
knowledge and skills.
The visit reports were finalised and
sent to the Ministry of Social
Development on 25 July. One of the
reports focused on a juvenile facility.
The workshop was an opportunity for
the inspection team members to build
a relationship, raise awareness and
share their mission with key
stakeholders

Table 6: PRI’s independent monitoring activities
Overall, it is clear that PRI has made a significant contrition to the creation and implementation of an
independent monitoring mechanism in Jordan. These achievements in such a short timeframe are
impressive. However, PRI and other international and civil society organisations need to continue to
support the independent monitoring team to ensure its sustainability and institutionalisation. PRI
recently submitted a proposal to the European Union for a project to provide further support to the
independent monitoring team. Hopefully, the proposal will be approved so that PRI’s much needed
support can continue.
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5. Conclusion
The overall objective of this project was to strengthen juvenile justice mechanisms in Jordan, Egypt
and Yemen based on international standards and guidelines to ensure that institutions dealing with
children in conflict with the law are in line with restorative justice principles. This evaluation has
focused on Jordan only.
This evaluation has established that the first project outcome – increased capacity and improved
performance of the Juvenile Police Department – did materialise during the project period.
Increased capacity and performance is an intangible outcome that is difficult to measure. It is
therefore not possible to assess the extent to which this outcome was achieved. However, the key
performance indicator relating to number of children diverted from court proceedings suggests that
the Department has performed well and exceeded expectations since it was created in January
2012. An assessment of PRI’s activities and interviews with key informants, most notably the Staff
Colonel of the Department, suggests that PRI did make a significant contribution to develop the
capacity of the Department. Other international actors such as UNICEF and UNODC also made a
significant contribution to this outcome.
The second outcome focused on increased public and institutional awareness of alternatives to the
deprivation of liberty for juveniles. It is difficult to establish the extent to which public awareness has
increased on this area. Indeed, most of PRI’s activities focused on the drafting the article on noncustodial alternatives in new juvenile law rather than on raising awareness. PRI made the right
decision to switch the focus of project activities to the drafting of the new law. An analysis of PRI
activities and interviews with key informants suggest that PRI created a space for juvenile justice
stakeholders to analyse, discuss and contribute to the drafting of the alternatives section of the new
law. PRI channelled this discussion into concrete recommendations that were submitted to the
drafting committee. However, it is unclear to what extent these recommendations were taken up
and reflected in the wording of this article in the draft law.
In the second year of the project, PRI focused on the third outcome – increased capacity and
improved performance of the independent monitoring team. This evaluation has established that
PRI was the main player involved in the creation of the independent monitoring team in Jordan. PRI
negotiated an agreement with the Ministry of Social Development to establish the independent
monitoring team and to clarify PRI’s and the Ministry’s roles and responsibilities. In partnership with
a local human rights organisation – Change Academy – PRI worked with the independent
monitoring team to establish procedures and policies that are in line with international standards.
This included a checklist for monitoring, an operational manual and a code of conduct. All of these
documents are work in progress and need to be finalised. However, it is clear that they have given
more structure and guidance to the monitoring visits, which in turn have resulted in higher quality
reports. Evidence so far suggests that the independent monitoring team is adding value and
complementing the existing juvenile monitoring mechanisms in Jordan. However, much work needs
to be done over the coming years to sustain and institutionalise the independent monitoring team.
This project has achieved some tangible outcomes that build upon previous juvenile justice projects.
Each outcome area is at a critical stage. The Juvenile Police Department is growing and is trying to
expand into other Districts of Jordan. The new juvenile law is currently being considered by
Parliament; if approved, a system of non-custodial alternatives will need to be established. The
independent monitoring team is established and is finding its feet. It is therefore important that PRI
secures funding and creates new projects to continue its work to support the creation of a juvenile
justice system in Jordan.
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6. Lessons learnt and recommendations
6.1 Project Design and Monitoring
Identifying a clear theory of change with robust indicators
The project plan could have been stronger in terms of showing a clear theory
of change and hierarchy of objectives. For example, the independent
monitoring objective focused on supporting the creation of an independent
monitoring mechanism and the outcome focused on the implementation.
Implementation is a longer-term result that assumes the mechanism has been
Lesson
established within the project timeframe. It was therefore unclear whether PRI
was focused on (a) the creation of the team; (b) supporting implementation; (c)
both. A clear theory of change with robust indicators that align to the outcome
statements would solve this problem.
When planning new projects, the PRI MENA region should map a theory of
change for the project which shows a clear hierarchy and logic between the
outcomes. For example, short, medium and long-term outcomes. The theory of
Recommendation change should be incorporated into the concept note and project proposal and
should be used as a communication tool with donors and partners. Once the
theory of change is agreed with all stakeholders, PRI should then formulate
robust indicators that will enable PRI to collect data to evidence change.
Systematic data collection to evidence change
The evaluator relied on qualitative data through key informant interviews to
evidence change. The evaluation would have been strengthened if monitoring
data was available to show: (a) extent to which the outcome materialised; (b)
PRI’s contribution to the outcome. For example, diversion rates for the
Lesson
Juvenile Police Department; six-month follow up surveys to show increased
levels of knowledge and skills; evidence that PRI’s recommendations were
taken up and reflected in the new juvenile law.
Once a project is approved, PRI should create a monitoring and evaluation
plan that sets out the roles and responsibilities for data collection, data
analysis, and evaluation. A simple monitoring system should then be set-up to
Recommendation
ensure that data is systematically collected and stored to track the indicators.
This will strengthen PRI’s monitoring reports and will provide a stronger
evidence base for PRI’s work.

6.2 Juvenile Police Department
Use a counterfactual to provide evidence to extend the Department’s geographical scope

Lesson

The Juvenile Police Department is being piloted in the North Amman District.
The performance of the Department will therefore be used to justify the
expansion of the Department into other Districts of Jordan. Policy makers will
be looking at the added value of the Department. For a pilot project such as
this, a counterfactual should be established that helps answer the question:
what would have happened if the Juvenile Police Department was not created.
For example, comparing juvenile diversion rates in the North Amman District to
other Districts in Jordan.
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PRI should work with the Juvenile Police Department to establish a
counterfactual. An obvious counterfactual is to compare diversion rates in
North Amman with other Districts in Jordan. An interview with the Staff Colonel
suggests that the Department is collecting data on diversion rates. The
Recommendation Department should work with PRI and the Ministry of Social Development to
set a similar system up in other Districts of Jordan. This would provide the
Department with evidence to convince policy makers and budget holders that
their scope should be expanded into other Districts. PRI should look for
opportunities to establish counterfactuals for other similar pilot projects.

6.3 Juvenile Alternatives
Create a project to support the establishment of community service pilots for juveniles
Jordan is at an early stage of development when it comes to non-custodial
alternatives for juveniles. Based on the learning of other PRI regions, if the law
is approved, much work will need to be done to establish an alternatives
Lesson
system. For example, the new law makes provision for a community service
mechanism. A community service scheme would need to be established.
When the new law is approved, PRI should develop some project applications
that focus on the establishment of community service pilot schemes in Jordan.
PRI is in a good position to work with the implementing agency to work on the
practical technical issues associated with setting up the pilot. This would
Recommendation involve a combination of capacity building and the establishment of
procedures, policies and tools to oversee the effective enforcement of a
community service sanction. PRI should also continue to work on raising
awareness of alternatives with the public, the judiciary and Government to help
ensure that such pilots are used during sentencing and are sustainable.

6.4 Independent Monitoring
Create a new project to support the independent monitoring team
Lesson

The independent monitoring team is at a critical stage of development. PRI is
in a unique position to continue to support the independent monitoring team to
help ensure that in the long term it is both sustainable and institutionalised.
PRI should create a new project that focuses on providing support to the
independent monitoring team. The project should systematically collect data to
provide evidence of (a) the number of and extent to which recommendations
are followed up and acted upon by Government; (b) how the implementation of
these recommendations has led to the improved conditions of the juvenile
centres and the protection of children’s rights.

Recommendation PRI should work with the Ministry of Social Development to establish a
counterfactual for the project. For example, using the number of
recommendations that are followed up and implemented as the unit of
measurement to compare its performance against other independent
monitoring mechanisms in Jordan. This will provide PRI and the Ministry with
the evidence they need to prove that independent monitoring works. This
evidence can be used to set up an independent monitoring mechanism with a
mandate to inspect places of detention for adults.
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Annex 1 – Timeline Matrix
Time
Sept 2011
Oct 2011

Nov 2011

Dec 2011

April 2012

Key event

Juvenile Police Department (JPD)

Alternatives to Imprisonment

Independent Monitoring Body

A team of eight experts (over four
months) worked to draft procedural
guidelines (the ‘Procedural Guide for
Police Working with Juveniles’) for
the JPD. The Guide covers all stages
that the police take when dealing with
children through the entire criminal
justice cycle.

On 11 October a series of meetings
were held for all stakeholders working
on JJ issues in Jordan. PRI drafted a
framework – the ‘Juvenile justice
institutional network’ – that should be
mandated with following responsibilities:
(1) planning for the JJ system;
(2) improving the JJ system;
(3) demonstrating evidence of the JJ
system progress;
(4) exchanging lessons learned;
(5) action planning;
(6) coordinating JJ projects;
(7) supporting resource; mobilisation for
JJ projects.

PRI contracted a JJ expert to develop
and inspection checklist that can be
used in Jordan, Egypt and Yemen. The
list was developed through close
consultation with PRI partners and local
experts. A short guide explaining how to
use the checklist was also developed.

Start of project

600 copied were produced and 200 was
distributed to each country through
meetings and workshops.

Training workshop for the JPD (20-24
Nov) on restorative justice. 32
participants of the Department
(including social workers) were
trained in a variety of topics,
including: international standards,
restorative justice approach and
principles, the role of juvenile judges,
the role of the police.
Training workshop on interview skills
and conflict management (4-8 Dec).
25 participants from the JPD were
trained in: interviewing skills for
working with children in conflict with
the law; conflict management and
negotiation skills; mediation skills.
Research and drafting of a publication
on Alternatives to Imprisonment in the
Arab world. The research highlights a
number of best practices from around
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Time

Key event

Juvenile Police Department (JPD)

Alternatives to Imprisonment

Independent Monitoring Body

the world and provides
recommendations on how three targeted
countries (Jordan, Yemen and Egypt)
can create their own Alternatives
system. 500 copies of the publication
were circulated within the MENA region.
May 2012

BBC documentary (‘Jordan’s Secret
Shame’) is aired in Jordan. The
documentary shows shocking abuse of
children with disabilities in Jordan’s Care
Centres.
Jordan’s King Abdullah II went to the
centre and ordered an urgent
investigation. Following the
investigation, eight of Jordan’s 54
private care homes now face allegations
of abuse. Three centres were closed
and several case workers are still under
criminal investigation. The scandal
paved the way for the establishment of
an independent monitoring mechanism.

June
2012

Sep 2012
Oct 2012

Nov 2012

Four-day study tour visit to the
Netherlands (25-29 June). 11
participants were introduced to the
Dutch juvenile justice system and
learnt about the different bodies that
deal with children at the police and
judicial level.
Year 2 of project
Workshop on alternative sanctions to
imprisonment in Jordan (3-4 Oct) with
participants from the media,
rehabilitation centres, MOSD, and
NGOs active in penal reform.
Second workshop on negotiation and
conflict resolution skills. 26
participants – 7 judges, 2
prosecutors; 11 police officers; 5
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Time

Key event

Juvenile Police Department (JPD)

Alternatives to Imprisonment

Independent Monitoring Body

social workers; 1 lawyer,
Dec 2012

MENA December report to head office:
“the independent inspection commission
is becoming a reality in Jordan. In the
coming weeks PRI will start the
selection of the members of the
commission in cooperation with the
MoSD.”

Jan 2013
Feb 2013

The official launch and the first meeting
of the 35 members of the independent
inspection commission of care centres in
Jordan.
A national meeting was organised on
post-release programmes in Jordan
between the orrectional and the
Rehabilitation Centres and 49 NGOs
from across Jordan. During the meeting,
participants discussed the role of civil
society in the Post Care Programs.

March 13
April 2013
May 2013
June
2013

July 2013

National training for juvenile judges
about alternative measures and
sanctions, 5-6 June 2013. 19 judges
from the 12 governorates of Jordan (17
male and 2 female) attended.
Participation in an
experts’ meeting of the
national strategy for
penal reform in Jordan
at the Ministry of
Justice. The team has
the mandate to
present a five-years
strategy (2013-18) to

PRI organised a review meeting of the
new draft of the juvenile law on 8 July
2013. The meeting included the 11
national stakeholders involved in the
drafting of the long awaited new law
(since 2004).

Workshop on the skills of judicial
monitoring and inspection of places of
detention (5-6 May). 11 participants –
legal researchers working at the
inspection unit at the MoJ; officers
working at JPD.
First revision meeting of the National
Independent Inspection Team meeting
was held on 24 July 2013 to assess the
previous visits and finalise the first three
field reports that include juveniles in
detention
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Time

Key event

Juvenile Police Department (JPD)

Alternatives to Imprisonment

Independent Monitoring Body

PRI organised the first Juvenile Justice
conference in Jordan in cooperation with
the Ministry of Interior/Juvenile Justice
Directorate, Ministry of Justice, and
Ministry of Social Development on 20-21
August. The event was opened by the
Minster of Justice, and PRI officially
launched the review of the draft of the
juvenile law. 150 participants from all
stakeholders in the kingdom attended.

Roundtable (16 Aug) on child protection
policy documents, inspection kit and the
code of ethics for the Ministry of Social
Development (MOSD). 15 participants –
JJ care centre directors; probation
officers and social workers.

be adopted by the
government
Aug 2013

Sept 2013
Oct 2013

Evaluation of the
project
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